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MODULAR SOLUTIONS FOR THE WORKSHOP

Imost 50 years of experience and attention

to customers’ requirements have allowed
Gerardi Spa to make important technical, man-
ufacturing and sales improvements, essential to
overcome the recent economic crisis together
with the constant investments for the develop-
ment and production of new solutions, all made
in Italy. «There is still a long road to travel but

Vises, angle heads, driven tools,
Zero Point systems: Gerardi
has developed a range of
solutions conceived to maximise
up-to-date machine tools’
potentialities, while paying
the usual attention to users’
requirements.

has widened the proposal of modular work-
holding fixtures with two new families of vises:
Multitasking (self-centring, eccentric, very ver-
satile and handy) and the recent CompactGrip,
they too self-centring but even more compact
and versatile, with higher clamping forces and
even more effective gripping thanks to the Grip
Teeth technology and to the various modu-

the course is traced. — confirms Ivano Gerardi
jr.,sales and marketing manager of the com-
pany — We have the papers in order to create high-quality prod-
ucts and the market gives us the right boosts to do even more
and even better. Concerning angle heads, for instance, the Classic
line today can boast 90 different models whereas the innovative
Evolution range has already reached number 104, all equipped
with a set of options that complete its applicative potentialities.
We have designed the Line of Classic angle heads as a conventional
solution providing for the main input shaft integral with the drive
taper and very compact sizes: dealing with overall dimensions issues
or very narrow passages, they often prove to be the ideal choice.
The Evolution Line assures instead higher performances in terms of
torque, cutting capacity and tool rotation speed. Moreover, we have
recently implemented a new series of angle heads with aluminium
body to grant minor moving masses, fundamental for applications
on high-dynamics machines that are increasingly spreading».

INNOVATIVE AND MODULAR VISES

It is rising the need of clamping a single piece in self-centering modal-
ity, with the possibility of machining it on the 5 sides. Due to the intro-
duction of the latest and performing 5-axis machining centres and
the diffusion of robotic plants for the machine automation, Gerardi

lar inserts that can optimize the workholding
depending on the material to be processed.

The series of Compact Grip vises has been developed with three
jaw sizes, for twelve sizes in all. Fixed risers are available for each of
them, with 50, 75 and 100mm heights to be fixed on the machine
table, and mobile spacers with Zero Point tie rods implemented on
demand. This type of plants with related equipment is now spread-
ing in all engineering sectors; moreover, operators rely on deeper
technical knowledge to appreciate the proposed solutions, which
feature an excellent price-quality ratio, too.

«We are very satisfied with the results achieved and the excellent
market success. — explains Gerardi — Next months, the target will be
the production enhancement, to satisfy always the market’s growing
demands at best and to continue the development of the accesso-
ries range that will join this innovative vise».

Concerning the new manufacturing requirements, in particular the
process automation, the development of Zero Point systems for the
fast, precise and safe change of fixtures and relative automations is
proving a winning solution.

NOVELTIES FOR DRIVEN TOOLS

After the recent release on the market of important product novel-
ties in the tooling field, Gerardi S.p.A. has decided to enlarge w»
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wp the range offer, especially oriented to the production of driven
tool-holders for NC turning centres, which allow executing
milling, drilling and tapping operations on the lathe itself without
further setups.
«Also in this case, we propose a broad range of suitable models
for equipping lathes and motorized turrets by the major manufac-
turers on a world scale, relying on unbeatable quality/price ratio.
- explains Luca Cedro, company's Export Manager — We started as
manufacturer of angle heads for the sector of milling machines but,
since our customers trusted our solutions’ quality, we decided to
satisfy these demands approaching the turning market as well, with
products that satisfy even very complex technical requirements».
They have extended the modular concept to driven tools, too: in
Haas lathes, for instance, turrets need different couplings according
to the model chosen. Actually, differences concern the more or less
deep drive rather than the coupling. Gerardi has therefore imple-
mented modules with different length to be mounted on the same
driven tool, to install it on all typologies of Haas lathes.
Even the quick change adaptors developed by Gerardi is universal:
other manufacturers have developed proprietary solutions whereas
the use of two simple adapters allows Gerardi models to suit most
of driven tools and angle heads on trade.

THE ADVANTAGES OF MODULARITY

The possibility of “composing” the equipment using different mod-
ules is a detail very appreciated by resellers, too, which can grant
a fast delivery term without stocking up many components. — adds
Ivano Gerardi jr. - Finally it allows we, manufacturers, to schedule
manufacturing batches at best and then to decrease costs, with a
positive impact on the purchase price. Our modular solutions, both
vises and angle heads, can therefore be assembled according to

customers’ requirements and be reused, adapted and modified in
a second time, thus decreasing the costs for the successive machine
retooling».

A FLAWLESS SERVICE

«Today service is the main trump card with which we can "find our
way"” to those companies that for various reasons do not know a
brand, naturally supported by a wide availability in stock to satisfy
end users’ needs and urgencies, even special, and to grant prompt
deliveries to the sale network.

Per this reason, Gerardi has organized a service and repair division
able to intervent in 24 hours and a technical/sale office that sup-
ports final customers, but also agents themselves and the entire
sale organization, in the choice of the most suitable product or
solution.

It is fundamental to listen to customers attentively, to understand
their needs, to assess whether catalogue products are suitable or
if it is necessary to devise a customized solution: if on one hand
special products are in the agenda, on the other hand Gerardi is
committed to grant the best choice possibility starting from the
standard line and from the relative options.

«The big quantity of solutions we propose calls for great atten-
tion in the drawing up of catalogues. — adds Gerardi — We try to
make them real useful work tools for resellers and end-users, who
can find easily technical data, different versions, prices etc. The
same is true for our website www.gerardi.it: catalogues are avail-
able on-line, too, to allow all those searching for our products, in
Countries where our direct distributor is not present, to evaluate
our solutions and eventually to purchase them through the site.
Alternatively, we provide the possibility of configuring one’s own
vise or head simply answering few questions, through an online
module. Finally, it is possible to check at once the availability of
the identified model and to order it, if you have the necessary
requisites, directly through the site. The information offer is com-
pleted by the weekly forwarding of Newsletters to almost 20,000
contacts worldwide, for a constant updating of the entire sale
network and of the market in general about the most interesting
novelties and information».
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